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garments and trying to console him. His father then endea-
vours to turn him from the love of Leyla, saying that there
are many other fair girls amongst the Arabs, one of whom
they will get for him; but he refuses to be comforted.

Mejnun then goes away, accompanied by two or three
faithful friends, to the uplands of Nejd, where Leyla is dwelling
with her tribe. They find her seated after the Arab custom
by her tent door. The lovers exchange greetings; but they
are soon discovered, and Mejnun is driven from the district.
His father, who is deeply grieved at his sad plight, takes
counsel of the chiefs of his tribe, and they decide that he
shall go, accompanied by Mejnun, on a mission to Leyla's
people, and ask her in marriage for his son. The mission is
well received by Leyla's tribe, but when Mej nun's father
makes known his object, Leyla's father declines his assent,
saying that he cannot give his daughter to a madman.
Mejnun's father replies that his son is not really mad, but
only distracted by his love; and he calls on him to come
forward and answer for himself. As he approaches, Leyla's dog
suddenly sees him and recognizes him as a friend, where-
upon he throws himself on the ground beside the dog and
begins to caress it, because it comes from his beloved and
has often welcomed his visits. 1 The lady's father takes this
conduct as a convincing proof of Mejmin's madness, so the
mission has to return unsuccessful. His father and the others
again urge the lad to drive Leyla from his heart; but all is
in vain, he tears his garments and flies from them into the
wilderness, and there, wandering half-naked amongst the hills
and valleys, he makes the rocks re-echo with his beloved's

i In consequence of the affection shown by Mejniin for the dog of his dear
Leyla, it has become a convention with the poets to represent the lover as
eager to be on terms of friendship with, or even to humble himself before,
the dog of his beloved.
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